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Dialogue
Tags

Also Called “Attributions”

Sentences are from my WIP

The Pious Hotwives’ Club 
by Patient Lee

A group of Catholic stay-at-home 
moms discuss “mommy porn” in their 
book club and discover there might be 
more to life than their own husbands 
can offer. 

(It’s more likely to be finished now that I quit my 
teaching job. I have no idea when.)
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“What are they?” Lena asked.

•Mike replied, “They identify the speaker in 
dialogue.”

•“They can go at the beginning,” the teacher 
added, “in the middle, or at the end of a 
sentence.”

“What are they?” Lena asked.

•Use only as many as you need to make it clear 
who is speaking, otherwise your dialogue sounds 
unnatural.

•Some say use only said and asked. Some say 
those are boring. You choose for yourself. 

Disclaimers:

•Standard American Rules (UK rules are different.)

•Punctuation can be an art. When you know the 
rules, sometimes you can bend punctuation to 
your meaning. (But if you’re watching this, you 
should stick to the rules for now.)
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Tag Before Dialogue
She said, “Blah, blah, blah.”

Tag Before Dialogue

I whispered, “He asked about you 

tonight.”

Tag Before Dialogue

Marie smirked and asked, “What was that 

about?”
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Dialogue Before Tag
“Blah, blah, blah,” she said.

Dialogue Before Tag

“Count the strokes, baby,” she purred as her 

hand jacked my cock.

Dialogue Before Tag

“How do you know how many weirdos are out 

there?” he said yet didn’t wait for her answer.
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Dialogue Before Tag

“Go freshen up!” he said, and she padded off to the 

bathroom, giving him the glorious view of her ass.

Dialogue Tag Dialogue
“Blah, blah, blah,” she said, “blah, blah, blah.”

Dialogue, Tag, Dialogue

“My dick is definitely interested,” he said, his hands 

coming to rest on his chest, “but I worry about the 

ramifications.”
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Dialogue, Tag, Dialogue

“Oh, sweetie,” I said, laughing, “you sound so 

crass!”

Miscellaneous Shtuff
More blah, blah, blah.

When to use SINGLE QUOTES:

When your quote contains another quote:

•Marie said, “I don’t know, Frank. Ted said, ‘Come back 
on Friday.’ ”

•Marie said, “I don’t know, Frank. Ted told me to come 
back on Friday.”
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NOT a Dialogue Tag

• I grinned. “So this is what you do between Bible study and picking the kids up 
from St. Mary’s? Search the Internet for sex?”

• “Yes. I don’t plan to rush into this. We don’t even have another couple in mind, 
for crying out loud.” She shrugged. “And there are a lot of weirdos out there.”

No Tags

• When she finally exhaled, she spoke. “I think we need to be more 
adventurous.” Her eyes opened and sought mine. “In bed, I mean.”

• “What’s going on, Mare? You’re scaring me.” Jameson on a Wednesday night 
was cause for alarm. (using name instead)

• “Are you afraid of going to Hell, Frank?” There was no humor in her voice.

So-called- “air quotes”

• Five children have a way of keeping the work from getting done, but it was 
Wednesday—Gavin’s all-day “school” day.
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Inside or Outside (USA rules. Not in UK.)

• Periods and commas at the end of a quote ALWAYS go inside the quotes.

• Dashes, colons and semi-colons go outside the quotes.

• Marina said, “I know her weakness.”: hot fudge sundaes. (Marina didn’t say the part after the colon.)

• Exclamation points and question marks follow logic. If the quote is a statement and the 
sentence is a question, it goes outside. If the quote itself is a question, it goes inside. 

• The question was “What is punctuation?”

• Who was the president who said “Read my lips. No new taxes.”?

Using “Quotes” for Emphasis

•Don’t do it. 
•Quotes don’t emphasize. 
•They change how the word is understood.
•Bold or underline instead. 

Now take the Post-Test.

•I’m grading it this time.
•It’s going on your permanent 
record.

•Email me if you need more 
help. erotica@patientlee.com
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Visit 
http://www.patientlee.com
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